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The Long Dash Festival is a two day, free event that explores the 
creative overlaps between art and science. Hosted at rare’s Slit Barn 
and ECO Centre in Cambridge, Ontario, it features a diverse array of 
programs—from a Sound Walk and Percussion Karaoke to eco printing 
and participatory mapping workshops. The festival is named for the 
Long Dash Skipper butterfly, echoing themes of connection and cross 
disciplinary curiosity. Across immersive installations, guided nature 
experiences, artist led workshops, and hands on community activities, 
Long Dash invites participants to engage deeply with landscape, 
ecology, and creative practice—celebrating the in between spaces 
where ecological wonder meets artistic inquiry.



The rare Charitable Research Reserve stewards over 1,450 acres of land, 
but we are not the first to do so. Most of the land currently in our care is 
located within the Haldimand Tract, which spans six miles on either side of 
the Grand River and is the territory of the Onkwehon:we Peoples of the Six 
Nations of the Grand River. It is also territory of the Anishinaabe Peoples 
Mississaugas of the Credit. In addition, rare stewards land at the border 
of the Upper Canada Treaty No. 3 and Treaty 19 from 1818 which is also 
territory of the Anishinaabe Peoples Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. 
We honour and respect the sovereignty of these First Nations and their 
ancestors. The lands we steward are home to many other First Nations, 
Métis and Inuit who have moved to the area from across Turtle Island.

Land Acknowledgement

Curators
Guy Few
Lisa Hirmer
Elwood Jimmy
Andrew Jacob Rinehart
January Rogers

Organizers
Sara Clark
Amanda Humphreys
Stephanie Sobek-Swant
Christine Thompson
Shawn Van Sluys
Marva Wisdom

With support from…
Anna Bowen
Erin Clark
Julie Hall/ CAFK+A   
Diana Hillier
Barbara Hobot
sonia preisler
Curtis Walker 
Textile

Presented by rare Charitable Research Reserve and Musagetes.
The Sound Walk is presented in partnership with NUMUS.

Cover Art & Design 
Cai Sepulis

Catering by 
Catering by Arabesque and Gayuma

Acknowledgements

/03



January Rogers  is a Mohawk/
Tuscarora writer and media producer. 
She lives on her home territory of 
Six Nations of the Grand River where 
she operates Ojistoh Publishing and 
Productions. January combines her 
literary talents with her passions for 
media making to produce audio and 
video poetry. Her video poem, Ego of 
a Nation, won Best Music Video at the 
American Indian International Film 
Festival 2020 and her audio work The 
Battle Within won Best Experimental 
Audio with imagineNative 
International Film and Media Festival 
2021. She has been a literary mentor 

with Audible, the Indigenous Writers Circle Program since 2022. January 
wrote a 10-episode comedy series, NDNs on the Airwaves (found on the 
Ojistoh youtube channel), and her play, Blood Sport, a comedy about the 
pretension crisis in Indian Country; selected as a Finalist with the Indie 
Book Awards, has received numerous stage readings and was published 
by Turtle’s Back Publishing in 2023. She holds many radio producer credits 
and was part of the Downie Wenjack, A Day to Listen, national broadcast 
2024, Words and Culture, a 6-episode Haudenosaunee Language Series 
Indigiverse SiriusXM 2024 and Guest-Hosted 10 episodes of the Kim 
Wheeler Show Indigiverse SiriusXM summer 2024. 

Percussion Karaoke 

Percussion Karaoke invites you, the average everyday person, to tap into 
your percussive and improvisational self and jam out to some original 
music introduced to you by the composer and performer, Mohawk/
Tuscarora multi-faceted artist January Rogers. As a willing participant, 
you will have the opportunity to work as a team while using traditional 
Haudenosaunee percussion instruments ie horn rattles, pow wow drum, 
hand drums and water drum to compose new percussion parts to one of 
three original songs. No percussion experience necessary. Just bring your 
best intentions.

Curated by January Rogers 
Saturday, 10 am – 12 pm, Slit Barn
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Sound Walk
There are four components to the Sound Walk:
   • BIG EARS, a workshop
   • Música de Círculo with Joni NehRita
   • Forest Musicians, hike the trails, and listen for music among the trees 
   • Underlay, a quilt installation, with accompanying performances

The Sound Walk begins with a craft to help you listen (hold onto it for the 
hike), before getting you moving and grooving with Joni NehRita on your 
way into the reserve. On the hike get your BIG EARS out and listen into the 
many songs and sounds of the reserve, human or otherwise. The Sound 
Walk ends with a big nap and lullaby concert back where you started at the 
Slit Barn. 

The program was curated by Andrew Jacob Rinehart and Guy Few.
The Sound Walk is presented in partnership with NUMUS , featuring 
collaborations with CAFKA.
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BIG EARS is a craft/workshop/artistic experiment that will precede the 
sound walk, where participants are invited to construct and decorate a set of 
acoustic hearing amplifiers to enhance their experience of the sounds found 
in the reserve.

Cam is a musician, artist, and facilitator with a BMus in 
Community Music from Wilfrid Laurier University. When 
not working a job to pay bills, he runs Excavator Arts 
Collective, a community music and arts non-profit. He is 
always up to something and his favourite tea is lavender 
earl grey.

Athena (they/she/he) is a facilitator and musician 
in Waterloo. They hold a BMus from Wilfrid Laurier 
University specializing in community music. Athena is 
passionate about unconventional forms of engagement, 
and the ways art influences interaction and wellbeing. 
Athena enjoys birdwatching and is training to become a 
Hearing Instrument Specialist.

Andrew Jacob Rinehart (they/he) is an interdisciplinary 
artist, harp player, musick educator, curator, former 
new technologist, and current luddite, working with 
experimental events, installation, painting, and sound. 
Their artistic practice is in transition, looking to their 
Ukrainian heritage to realign their practice, re-skill, and 
remember pre-industrial ways of being and creating. 

Their work explores relationships and is interested in examining social 
values embedded in modern ways of being, and imagining new futures.

Guy Few is the Artistic Director of NUMUS Concerts in 
Kitchener Waterloo. He is a performer and recording 
artist available on Apple Music and Spotify. Guy inspires 
as a studio trumpet teacher and voice collaborative 
pianist/coach at Wilfrid Laurier University in Waterloo, 
Ontario.  

BIG EARS 
Saturday, July 26, 1 – 2pm, Slit Barn

Sound Walk
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Sound Walk Performances 
Saturday, July 26, 2 – 4 pm
Slit Barn, Grand Trunk, Woodland, River, and Osprey Trails

by Joni NehRita
ECO Trail Rock Circle 

Joni NehRita is a composer, performer, arranger & 
music facilitator. Her socially charged soul music invites 
people to feel, move and think more. With a knack for 
sun-drenched melodies and infectious grooves, her 
messages of equity, compassion and “being the change” 
go down like a cool drink on a sweltering day. Since 2022, 
she has trained and been engaged with Brazilian music-
making methodology, Música do Círculo which uses 
improvisation, body music, non-verbal communication, 

singing & the spirit of play to help groups uncover spontaneous & joyful 
music.

Música de Círculo 

Forest Musicians
Grand Trunk, Woodland, River, and Osprey Trails

This year’s Sound Walk invites you to position yourself in relationship with 
the reserve, and reflect on the stratification of human and natural spaces, as 
a false dichotomy. We are a part of nature. Everything is connected. 
Through the Sound Walk listen to the songs the birds, winds, trees, and 
waters sing alongside the human musicians positioned throughout the 
reserve, and their collective song. 

Sound Walk
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Nataliia Zhygaltsova is an educator, musician, caregiver, 
and Ukrainian culture ambassador with deep roots in 
community support in Ukraine and Canada. Passionate 
about empowering others, creating connections, and 
inspiring change through care, creativity, and lifelong 
learning.



Morgan Lovell is a cellist and improviser based in 
Kitchener-Waterloo. Morgan received a Bachelor of Music 
degree from Wilfrid Laurier University, and performs 
regularly as member of the KW-based dream folk band, 
Heir Loom. Morgan chairs the board of directors for the 
Open Ears Festival, and shares in the passion of bringing 
exciting musical programming to the region. 

Elysha Vorstenbosch is a harp player, composer and 
improviser living in Perth County, Ontario. She has a 
Bachelor’s Degree in music at Wilfrid Laurier University 
where she studied abroad for four months at the 
University of Limerick in Ireland. Elysha is inspired by 
nature, storytelling and extended harp techniques.

Nuha Yousuf  is a vocalist with a background in free 
improvisation and interdisciplinary creation, pursuing an 
MMus at Laurier. Recent highlights include performing 
her NUMUS 2025 winning curation, Of Mothers and 
Daughters, sound designing for Before I Die (Mada 
Theatre), and singing in the rain remembers its life as sea 
(naakita f.k, CAFKA’s Understory). 

haley e sheppard is an interdisciplinary artist and 
researcher based on Block 2 of the Haldimand Tract in 
kitchener-waterloo. haley enjoys listening, writing songs, 
and making sounds using vocals, guitar, harp, and the 
places she finds herself in. 

Forest Musicians continued..

Caleb deGroot-Maggetti (they/them) is a Kitchener-
based musician and music teacher. They studied 
Community Music at Laurier and currently work as 
the music director at Church of the Good Shepherd in 
Kitchener. They’re keen to help more people find joy in 
music, especially live and local music.



Underlay 
 

Nap Captain:
Brenda Mabel Reid is an emerging trans-non-binary 
visual artist living in Kitchener with a background in 
architecture. Their practice investigates power dynamics 
within Canadian society and includes textile, print, 
sculpture, installation, audio, performance and regularly 

invites the public to participate in interactive artworks and time-based 
installations. 

by Brenda Mabel Reid
Saturday, July 26, 4 – 5 pm, Slit Barn

Underlay is a large-scale outdoor modular quilt and nap performance 
that explores queerness in public space. Underlay consists of 62 four-foot 
hexagonal quilt blocks made out of waterproof, construction-grade materials. 
The work combines aspects of quilting, architecture, and queerness in ways 
that occupy and animate public space. The public is invited to nap together 
under this huge quilt-building, creating a shared space for rest, joy, and 
community. The nap is supported with sleep masks, earplugs, and the helpful 
guidance of the Nap Captain with support of their Nap Team. 

Nap Team: Lacy (they/them) is a non-binary cartoonist, 
writer, and performance artist based in Kitchener, 
Ontario. They received a Master of Architecture in 2021 
and a Bachelor of Architectural Studies in 2019 from the 
University of Waterloo. Their thesis research explored 
the representation of radical environmental activism in 

American superhero comics from 1960-1990. Brendan’s own comic work 
spans environmental fiction, family history and fantasy. They have been 
published in the periodical Galt, the anthology Skulls and the anthology zine  
I Don’t Do Comics.

Nap Team: Torin Langen is an Ontario-based multimedia 
artist and filmmaker specializing in fabrication and video 
production. His directorial work includes 3 Dead Trick or 
Treaters, Offerings, and numerous intricate music videos. 
With a background in narrative film, Torin blends folk 
art and sculpture into his moving image work. Handling 

most aspects of production himself, he emphasizes texture, tactility, and 
design. His work has screened internationally and is released on DVD/Blu-
ray. Torin now creates video, sculpture, and costumes full-time.

Sound Walk
1
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Grace Scheele is an unconventional artist noted for her 
innovative take on experimental and ambient forms. 
She masterfully interweaves harp rumblings, cinematic 
drones, textural loops, and candid tape confessions into 
music that celebrates that liminal ‘in-between’; a place of 
question, blank existence, or wonder. An interdisciplinary 

artist, electroacoustic harpist, and composer, she works across a wide range 
of disciplines.

Izabella’s Voice   
by Ben Gorodetsky 
Presented in collaboration with CAFKA 

Izabella’s Voice is a durational performance series: processing memory, 
language, and melody, through 49 performances, over 49 days, in 49 public 
locations around Kitchener-Waterloo. The performance is built around 
recordings of the artist’s 90-year-old grandmother singing and reciting 
poetry from memory: revolutionary ballads from her youth in 1930s 
Kharkiv, Ukraine, poems from the Eastern Front lines of WWII, social songs 
from distant soirees and summer camps all but lost in time and space. Her 
fallible memory, wavering voice, and ever-present hacking cough shape the 
recordings into a fragile and bittersweet collage. Using the visual language 
of drag and political street theatre, these recordings become a reclamation 
of immigrant history and cultural residue through serial public performance. 
Oral history, untranslated language, and private song set against a vibrant 
backdrop of community spaces and public sites of urban connection

Ben Gorodetsky  is a Ukrainian-Canadian performance 
and video artist, writer, and producer based in Kitchener 
who has presented work at the AGO, CAFKA, Movement 
Research at Judson Church, The Tank NYC, LUMEN, In/
On/Out Interarts, and Open Ears. Ben is well-known as 
the curator-host of interdisciplinary variety show Pinch 
Cabaret, holds an MFA from Brooklyn College-CUNY and a 
BFA from the University of Alberta.

Sound Walk

Grace Scheele
Sound Walk



naakita f.k. is an interdisciplinary artist based between 
Zhegagoynak/Chicago and Tio’Tia:Ke/Mooniyang/
Montreal. Working in multimedia installation through 
place-based and site-specific relations, they consider 
extractivism and hauntology to explore the impacts of the 
colonial project on built and natural environments, while 

creating modes of listening to landscapes and the human and other-than-
human-beings that inhabit them.

the rain remembers its life as sea  
 
by naakita f.k.
presented in collaboration with CAFKA 

the rain remembers its life as sea is a sonic composition performed over 
two days by a local chorus at Kitchener-Waterloo’s shorelines. Composed 
through various acts of translation—from the sonification of bioacoustic 
data from the Great Lakes Watershed, to the notation of hydrophone 
recordings made with the region’s waterways—the work seeks to create 
a dialogue between humans and beyond-humans outside of language. 
In order to create liveable and desirable futures, we must listen to the 
places around us and those that inhabit them. The embodied gestures and 
relational connections created through the performances alongside the 
watershed asks: what can be exchanged in an act of speech? What worlds 
can we build when we listen differently?

Choir: Barbara Hankins, Caleb deGroot-Maggetti, CJ Janzens, Jo El-Dik,  
Nuha Yousuf 

Sound Walk
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Barbara Hobot  is a Kitchener-based visual artist 
interested in creative processes that de-centre the 
human. She uses loose trompe l’oeil, gravity, and chance 
to create images and sculptures that confuse the 
viewer, drawing attention to our incomplete grasp on 
the world that surrounds us. Her recent participation in 

the Question Mark Butterfly Artist Fellowship at rare resulted in drawings 
that mimic the moiré patterns of grasses shifting in the breeze. Her work 
has been exhibited in galleries across Canada and also in Germany, the 
Netherlands, and Poland. She is the recipient of grants from the Ontario 
Arts Council and the Canada Council for the Arts. Hobot holds an MFA from 
Western University (ON), a BA in Fine Art from the University of Waterloo, 
and her work is represented by Olga Korper Gallery, Toronto.

Experimental Eco-printing Workshop  
 by Barbara Hobot
Sunday, July 27, 10 am – 12pm (pick up bundles at 3pm), Slit Barn

Eco-printing is the process of transferring colour from plants onto fabric 
using steam or boiling water. This workshop will begin with the removal of 
invasive plants on nearby trails. Participants will arrange their collected plant 
matter onto natural fabrics before placing them in pots of boiling vinegar 
and rust water. As the experiments bubble away, participants can break for 
a lunch-and-learn, join another workshop, or explore rare’s trails, and then 
return to the workshop to reveal the eco-printing results.

Workshop

1



Terri Monture is a Kanien’keha (Mohawk) Wolf Clan 
member who has recently returned home from living 
in Toronto for over 40 years to Six Nations of the Grand 
River territory. She is currently working as a Mobile Crisis 
Rapid Response Team Technician (MCRTT) at the Six 
Nations Crisis Hub, which aims to provide immediate 

crisis response to mental health incidents on the Six Nations territory 
in an attempt to divert these people in crisis from unnecessary police 
interactions and get them linked to specific services on the territory. She 
hosts the Raònraon (Hummingbird) Healing Lodge at her family’s property 
on the territory. She is also a member of Protect the Tract, a project of the 
Haudenosaunee Hereditary Chiefs’ Council that brings awareness to the 
environmental and cultural duties the Haudenosaunee still hold over the 
Haldimand Tract in the Grand River watershed in Southern Ontario, Canada.

We Have Duties and Responsibilities to 
this Land: A History of the Six Nations/
Haudenosaunee and our Relations at 
Grand River 
 A Lunch & Learn with Terri Monture. Lunch is free for participants.  
Sunday, July 27, 12 – 1 pm, Slit Barn

Lunch & Learn
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Rebecca Garrett is a visual and media artist whose 
award-winning experimental videos and installations 
have been exhibited in Canada and abroad. She has 
worked collaboratively and/or collectively with many 
groups and individuals in Canada, Denendeh, the USA, 
Zimbabwe, Costa Rica, Palestine and Kenya, and has 

taught at York University, the University of Toronto, and the Ontario College 
of Art and Design. Her work expresses a long commitment to naming 
economic, colonial and social injustices, and building relations of exchange 
and reciprocity. Rebecca’s education began in Huron County on the banks 
of the Menesetung (Maitland) river, learning about poetry, nature, literature, 
history, and medicinal and edible wild plants from her mother, Blanche 
Pownall Garrett. 

Participatory Mapping Project  
 with Rebecca Garrett and Liv Kanoa Hussey
Sunday, July 27, 1 – 3 pm

Many of us rely on mapping software to give us a sense of knowing where 
we are. Our orientation is based on abstract knowledge and algorithms that 
don’t always align with our lived experience. 

Participants will be invited to consider their lived experience and other ways 
of knowing, learning, and asking; and explore different ways of orienting, 
observing and seeing. Using participatory mapping, we will try to locate 
ourselves in this particular place and its historical and material context.

Participants are asked to bring a photograph or a drawing of where they live.

Workshop

Liv Kanoa Hussey is an interdisciplinary artist, 
performance storyteller, filmmaker and adventurer of 
worlds. Working with magic and the subconscious to 
create memory imprints and spaces where everyone’s 
freak can feel safe to dance. Travelling on the road as a 
surrealist journalist of stories from all layers of reality 
within herself and the world.
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smudge studio is a collaboration 
between Elizabeth Ellsworth and 
Jamie Kruse. smudge’s work focuses 
on creatively adapting, moment to 
moment, to the changing planetary 
conditions we live within. Our media 

include photography, performative research, multiples, installation and 
microproductions. Inspired by both ancient and contemporary observations 
of Earth’s time and place in the cosmos, we stage embodied engagements 
with the planet’s ever-transforming events and conditions—human and 
nonhuman. We take this to be a vital aesthetic-ecological act.  
smudgestudio.org

Storehouse of Reserve 
 
Installation by smudge studio
Created during the Question Mark Butterfly Artist Fellowship,  
August 002024 – January 002025

STOREHOUSE:
HOLDING JUST ENOUGH
+
A LITTLE MORE IN RESERVE
While artists-in-residence at rare we were held by a remarkable shelter 
of exposure, known as the pavilion. We paused there, observing and 
experiencing without distraction. Visitors—human and more-than-human—
passed through and around the pavilion. As they arose and fell away 
gently and fiercely, they created, stored, and exchanged reserves of: early 
autumn wind, sunlight and moonlight, scents and colours of local plants 
and flowers, temperature changes, auroras, sounds of birds and insects, 
the caretaking and stewarding of rare. Our experiences of these visitors 
resulted in a replenishment of reserve. In response, we created an artists’ 
book of postcards—image-sensations—entitled Storehouse of Reserve. 
The postcards were made to be shared across differing environments 
and circumstances, and to be stored in reserve for when just enough + a 
little more is needed. For the Long Dash Festival, we offer several large-
scale enlargements of image-sensations made from our time at rare, 
acknowledging both the pavilion and the slit barn as kindred agents of 
reserve.  - smudge studio 002025

Saturday, July 26 & Sunday July 27, Slit Barn

Installation
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Saturday, July 26 

Percussion Karaoke with January Rogers 
10 am – 12 pm, Slit Barn

Lunch - Complimentary for all festival participants  
12 – 1 pm, Slit Barn

		
 

Schedule

On-going
Storehouse of Reserve  
Saturday, July 26 & Sunday July 27, Slit Barn 

Sound  
Walk

Participatory Mapping Project Workshop  
with Rebecca Garrett & Liv Kanoa Hussey 
1 – 3 pm, Slit Barn

 

BIG EARS: workshop 
1 – 2 pm, Slit Barn

Music in the Reserve: Música de Círculo, 
with Joni NehRita and Forest Musicians 
2 – 4 pm, various walking trails (see site map)

Underlay: Installation and accompanying 
performances  
4 – 5 pm, Slit Barn

		

Sunday, July 27

Eco-printing Workshop with Barbara Hobot  
10 am – 12pm, Slit Barn

We Have Duties and Responsibilities to this Land:  
A History of the Six Nations/Haudenosaunee and our 
Relations at Grand River. A Lunch & Learn with Terri Monture  
12 – 1 pm, Slit Barn


